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s ; : ? \ Our school song was made in 1928 by Teiichi Okano, one of Japan's most famous
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e e o . : : 3 2 ¥ - Wy P i and courage. It fuels our dreams with observations about regional and historica
HbNTE S T ED SOOI : ST =5 ; - 2 e . things. When alumni encounter hardship and strike in our daily lives, this song
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This is historic Mount Utsumine about 650 years ago during .= tas : R e &:’m‘ ° mbﬁ Badge and School Flag
the era of Nanpokucho. It is located just to the east of our S 2 Sy b /

school and is included in our school song. The view from the ¢ = - R i s 4. ) ar
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When our school first opened teachers, students
and everyone involved with the school discussed
what the school badge should be. Then the first
school Principal Mr. Ayabe decided only one
Our school has three mottos. letter “Nou” or “Agriculture” in Kanji without

decoration would be our badge because those

practicing agriculture should be simple and

2P e s sy
_g l;lw %ﬁ @ Shisei-kinbern sturdy. So, we have 3 precepts around which we

& IR AL T H L strive to educate our students.

3" 2 ) £ To study diligently and work faithfully.
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% >, ;‘ﬁz ﬁf" — E Syuslzz'—ﬂ(/(gn “All life’s lessons exist in Agriculture.” This is a passage from China's Kanjo. Our school motto
= \ » . “Rikinou Spirit” or “Seishin” in Japanese comes from this Kanjo. This spirit reminds us we can
!zﬁ&)#%%@‘bb FCTEDb 5'9,—’\X ¥ R( '5—:. & learn many things from practicing Agriculture. For example we can learn “how to live,” “what
To strive to the utmost from start to finish giving our we should strive to be,” and “to persevere through many things.” This spirit is a source of
best and without giving up before the work is finished. emotional support for our alumni.
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Transition of Gannou
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Present Da‘;komine Castle

This is a picture of present day Komine castle. The
tower was rebuilt exactly according to the original
specifications. Now the open space in front of the castle
is a recreation area for citizens. As you can see none of
the school facilities remain at all!
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Nishishirakawa Gunritsu Agricultural School

Our school was founded in 1907 as Nishishirakawa
Gunritsu Agricultural School at Komine Castle. This is a
picture of what the school looked like at that time. Our
school later moved twice for a variety of reasons. First it
moved to Sukagawa from Shirakawa in 1922 and then
again to Kagamiishi in 1975.
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Current School Building

This is our current school building. The pond you see
is called “Shinji-no-Tke.” The blue sky contrasts
beautifully with the reflections of the green lawn and
white building.
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Symbol of the School: “Itohiba Tree”

The big “Itohiba tree” in front of the school has been there
since the school’'s founding. It watches warmly over our
students as they grow and learn. It now stands firmly as a
symbol of our school.
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The Gate Posts

These gate posts are the original gatepost used for
“Nishishirakawa Gunritsu Nougakkou.” They were
discovered during the restoration of Komine Castle. In 1990
they were returned to us by Shirakawa City thanks to
some old alumni and now we treasure them as a
foundational monument of our school.
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Monument of 100th Anniversary

This stone monument engraved with “Ryou-Un-Tai-Shi”
was constructed as a symbol of the school’s 100th
anniversary in the garden back in 2008. The
calligraphy was written by Mr. Matsutarou Soeta
the former president of the Alumni association.
The characters signify how our eager students
have strong wills like winds blowing the clouds in

the sky.
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Dodan Azalea Came Back

In Autumn we can see the Dodan Azalea emblazoned
with bright red leaves right here in the corner of our
campus. These trees have a long and storied history. In
fact, when our school moved from Shirakawa to
Sukagawa about 90 years ago these trees were left at
the Shirakawa grounds. The students and staff at
Shirakawa high school took excellent case of these trees
for 90 years and now theyre grown big and returned to
us in 2009.
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Twase Stock-Farm
The “Iwase Stock-Farm” which children sing about in the
children’s song “The morning of stock-farm” is right next
to our high school. It's a famous sightseeing destination
with lots of historic significance. This stock-farm was
the site of the first “Holsteins” or milk cows ever to be
imported to Japan all the way from Holland. Many
tourists visit to see the plentiful cherry blossoms in the
spring time. They are the season the street name was
changed from “Ikkan” to “Sakuramachi” as soon as our
school moved here.
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Kasuga Garden Lantern

There is a three meter tall Kasuga garden lantern in the
garden in front of our school. It is a traditional Japanese
lantern carved from stone and was given to us by
Mr.Hakkou Suzuki who was one of our first alumni and
contributed with the development of our school. It is
meant to be a symbol for the students; a lighthouse on
the shares of the ocean to guide them.
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Monument ofRikinou

This monument is known as Rikinou-hi. It was
commissioned for the school’s 50th anniversary at the
former Kagamiishi school farm. This former training
farm and memorial ground has now become a park
for the locals called Tako-koen. It is also a sacred site
for many alumni seeking to pass down the spirit of
Rikinou to new generations.
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Transition of Gannou
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Huge Stonicj?rom Mt.Bandai

This large garden stone was presented to the school
by alumni on its 70th anniversary. The 50t stone is
actually a huge stone which erupted from Mt
Bandai in 1888. Now the stone watches over the
school and its students as they grow and develop.
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Cherry Avenue on Bokujou St.

As seen in this picture cherry blossoms as the symbol of
Japan by many Japanese people and are often the motif art
and literature as well as a source of emotional support. It
is a pity that such beautiful flowers only bloom for such a
short time.
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Cherry Blossoms in front of the
School Building

There are many large cherry trees over
100 years old planted along the road in
front of our school building. In spring the
blooming flowers are very beautiful and
many people travel together to come and
see them.
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Ikkan Pond

There is a reservoir called “Ikkan Pond” right next to the
Head office of our farm. The pond is an important source of
water for not only our rice field but also for the surrounding
farm houses. The pond is located in the center of the school
grounds and, in the winter, we sometimes see Swans all the
way from Siberia who come to swim and relax in its waters.
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Four Seasons of the Campus
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Old Poplar Tréés, New Cherry Trees

There used to be more than 150 large poplar trees between
our school dormitory and the school farm. They were seen as
a symbol of our schooll However, we were forced to cut the
trees down due to the safety hazard they posed during strong
winds. So, we chose to plant new cherry trees in their place as
a commemoration of our 110th anniversary.
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Garden in fro;zt of School in Autumn

Our school has a wonderful Japanese garden. It is tended by
the students. The pond you see in the garden is known as
“Shinji-no-Tke” because it is shaped like a heart (Kokoro) in
Kanji. We expect our students to grow up with pure hearts and
strong bodies.
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Garden in front of School in Winter

The leaves of all the trees on school grounds turn gold, red and
vellow in the autumn. It's a beautiful sight to behold. The sight
of the grounds blanketed with white snow in the winter is also
breathtaking.
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School FestivalL

We look forward to the school festival every year. The school
festival is our best chance to show what we can accomplish
and we put a lot of time and effort to make sure we do our
best. Once we finish and renewed confidence that helps inspire
us to do our best in all aspects of school life thereafter.
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School Trip

Of all of our events it is often the school trip that we
remember the most. Second year students travel to
Kyoto and Nara to learn about the traditional
culture and history of Japan. Recently, due to our
efforts to pursue international exchange, we have
been able to travel to foreign countries like China
and Korea. We often learn much about our own
country’s strengths when we visit other countries.
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Harvest Festival

In Autumn we hold a thanksgiving festival to give thanks
for a good harvest next year. The principal thanks the
students for their hard work reminds them to do their best
to produce since agricultural production is vital.
Afterwards the students all enjoy a barbecue on the school
grounds.
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The School Event
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Gannou F rESh’ShOP Our Living Production Department, Horticulture Science Department, and Food Science Department produce
their training. So, we open the “Gannou fresh-shop” once a month in a vacant store front in Sukagawa to sell these goods. Many people
come to buy our products. It draws lots of attention from the locals and in a golden opportunity for us to show the public what we study.
We also lean a lot about social customs and manners from the experience.
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Sports Day

There are many sporting events taking place at the beginning of July
and all the students participation in their favorite sports. They strive
to uphold the mottos “for the class,” “for the team,” and “for myself."
They happily try their best and compete safely to avoid injury despite
the hot and humid summer weather.
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Presentation Contest

In January seniors present a topic they have studied and researched
themselves for three years in a conference for our students. In February
one group of seniors who received excellent marks for their presentation
dur}ng our conference has the honor of presenting their study to local
Junior high school students, town's people and government officials.
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International Exchange
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Visiting Holland
This year marks 19 years since we first started our relationship
with our sister school A.O.C. in 1998. During this time we have
been able to send more than 120 students and teachers to

Holland to learn all about one another’s lives and traditional
cultures.
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Visiting Families in Holland

Every other year, we visit a high school in Holland where we are
always warmly welcomed and invited to various kinds of events

and training seminars. Some such events and seminars have included “tours of advanced f.arm§," “visiting one of the world's largest flower
markets,” and “tours of famous places in Amsterdam,” etc. We always have a wonderful time in Holland and return to Japan full of many

happy new memories having learned many things.
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Twase Stock-Farm

Iwase Stock-Farm, famous for importing the first
ever dairy cattle or “Holstein” from the
Netherlands to Japan in the beginning of the Meiji
era, is in vicinity of our school grounds. This farm
is the primary reason we connected with our
sister school A.O.C. in Holland back in 1998.
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Sightseeing in Houten City

Visiting foreign countries often reminds us of what is
excellent about our own country’s history, traditions and
culture. After returning to Japan we do our best to
improve ourselves so that we can take pride in our work
and be met with success in our future workplaces.
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Welcome Ceremony in Gannou

When students from our sister school in Holland come to
our school we hold a welcome party for them. While they
are with us they are able to participate in many things at
our school such as flower arrangement, tea ceremony,
calligraphy, dressing of clothes, etc. They also take part in
field trip where they are able to enjoy scenic nature like
Lake Inawashiro and famous mountains like Mt. Bandai and
Mt. Azuma.
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Welcome to Japan'
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
— Wellanicollege Houten Iwase Agricultural S.H.S . |
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Now from Then

After the great Eastern Japan Earthquake of
2011, students from Holland have been hesitant
to visit our school but we still continue to visit
them in Holland.
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Pupil’s Agriculture Experience

Many students come to our school to learn about agriculture,
food and the environment. They are often surprised when they
see our school’s facilities and equipment. After they enroll we
make every effort to ensure they are educated both mentally
and spiritually in order to prepare them for their future work.
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Kindergartners’ Sweet Potato Harvest

Many kindergartners look forward to harvesting
sweet potatoes in our farm every year. During
this activity our students assume the role of
teachers to assist them and ensure they don't
suffer any injuries. The children always have a
great experience and learn a lot.

Nl Rt

L BEBRIIKEAZSED ) RE~OEFE
%L o TETVWET,

BIRAIZRBE KRR TIIEROFBNE ¥
2> TH DI 720D, 1HEBRFE 2 T-oT0ET

: One Day Study Experience for Junior High
Ly School Students

These days agriculture high schools have become very
popular so we always have lots of applicants for our high
school. In the summer we invite junior high school
students to our school for a day to help them understand
what daily life here is like.

“Tambo-art” from the Roof of Kagamiishi Library

Every year thousands of people come to Kagamiishi to see the
“Tambo-art” created in the rice fields by our students and town staff.
The town staff commissions a design and prepares the paddy field.
Then the Gannou Environment Technology students measure out and
draft the design. After that the Gannou organic production and
development department students cultivate the seven different rice
strains needed for the design and then plant each seedling in its specific
place. The end result is incredible “Tanbo-art” that can be seen from
the roof of Kagamiishi library like you see in this picture.

Planting Ebine-Orchid with Local Residents

Mopnt Utsumine is featured in our school song and has a long history
datmg.back to the Nanpokutyou era in AC1350. There are lots of weeds
and wild grasses in this area that are endangering other plant life. In
order to. combat this we plant Ebine Orchid, Yama-lily, Sagisou and
Kumagaisou by growing them with various bio technologies in our
school laboratory. We are carrying out this restoration project with
people from the community.
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The staple food of Japanese people is rice. Our
school's purpose is to educate the future
agricultural specialists and technicians Japan
needs so we can produce enough farm products to
meet the needs of the Japanese people.
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We work hard to ensure students master the
agricultural knowledge and techniques they need.
In the spring we help guide students to plant rice
in the rice fields using our planting machines.
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Combine

In autumn the stalks of rice turn gold and yellow
so we harvest them using the combine under the
supervision of teachers.
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A lot of money is spent to ensure students learn
the necessary dairy farming techniques. We
rebuilt our dairy farming facilities and regularly
acquire new dairy farming equipment. For
example we recently rebuilt and refurnished the
“cowshed,” “milking parlor” and “compost house.”
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Dair Y Con

Our school is the only school that offers Dairy
Farming education in all of Fukushima. Our
students look forward to competing in the dalry
competitions held every year. They always receive
hlgh marks in these competitions. Dairy farmers
in our community expect our school to educate the
next dairy farmer experts.
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This facility is called the milking parlor. There is
new equipment automated with computer
technology that keeps things clean and working
efficiently. The students are able to work here
comfortably.
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The horticulture science section consists of three
fields. "flowering plant, vegetable and orchard"
having extent of farm, facility and equipment. We
work very hard to become specialists concerned
with horticulture.

BEEDEE
(Management of Flowering plants)

B E DB B (Management of Orchard)
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We have the latest hothouse contorolled by computers.
Even if it snows heavily and blows hard outside, it's no
problem. It stays warm and comfortable inside. Flowers
and vegetables grow up smoothly in the hothouse.

BEHERE

(Environment Control Hothouse)
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We produce many kinds of dehclous fruits in the fruit farm, for
example apples, grapes, pears and peaches.

As soon as we crop theses the fruits in the orchard, we go to
Sukagawa-City and Kagamiisi-Town to sell these products. We
acquire etiquette and manners contacting with customers.

—— INA 72 22— A Biotechnology Course
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We learn cell-assimilation, plant's culture, on the basic study
of flowering plant, vegetable in the biotechnology course.
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HREExE

(Tissue Culture)

CULLTUTE

(High Tecnology Experifient) This course has inherited equipment of formally department.
There are many clean-bench and cleanroom for tissue
culture. Moreover we have cell-fusion device and
micro-manipulater to do high technology experiment. It is a
pity that Bio-tecnology
department stopped to
recruit students by 2015.

ROMHI

(Protplust)
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We are breedmg various kinds of orchids by using
high technology in our laboratory. Then they are
carried to the hothouse and grown carefully in an
ideal environment. Therefore they bloom beautifully
and give us deep emotion.

52 O
(Taking Care of the Orchids)
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Human Servise Department
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We lean knowledge and technique concerned with the
basis of flowering plant, horticultuer design (gardening,
flower design) and horticultuer welfare through the study

of agriculture. We become good industrial people to be
contribute with develop a community.

EEDKE AT T EZE (The practice of planning flowers)
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Horticultuer Welfare Course

1,

We study 'way of hfe way of hve of human beings
through growing flowers and product crops. We lean
welfaer response to aging society. We go to a welfare
facility for aged people. We do practical training to take
care of old people and plant flowers on the flowrer bed.

EANR—LTDE

(The practice of nursing home)
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—T LT XA 2 NEE (The practice of flower arrangement)
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We learn how to grow cultivate flowering plants, and make a
flower bet in this course. In addition, we study Japanese
traditional arranging flowers and how to make corsage to use
the flowers which have brought up them. We acquire culture
to enjoy wealthy daily life.
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Courses

Food Science Department

REMMT

(Food Products)
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_We study fundamental knowledge about health and nutrition
in this department. We are also learning special knowledge
and techniques about "food processing" and "food storage."
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We produce various kinds of foods such as "bacon, hum,
sausage, smoked-chicken, bread, jam, soybean-paste and

soy-sauce in this section. Our purpose is to bring up food
specialists.
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As we use knives and machines for cutting meat, we pay
particular attention to safety measures to prevent accidents
and not to be infected by germs.

This is our school's new milk plant facility. This milk is produced at the dairy farm in our school. It's transported from the farm by
car as soon as possible. This milk is packed on the carrylng conveyor belts through the process for sterilization. Everything is done
automatically. It's very clean and safe. And we can make ice-cream using a part of this milk processing. These products are very
delicious and popular. As soon as we begin to sell them in the school, these products sell out quickly.
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Once a month, students sell agricultural products which are
produced in our school farm using a vacant shop in
Sukagawa City. We call it "Gannou fresh-shop".

As we study marketing and food distribution in class, we
take a central part in this project.

JLvya c 3y 7 (Fresh-Shop)
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Aguribusinesses Department was reformed from Production
Information department to aim for integration of agricultural
developtments. The charcteristic of this department grows
aguricultural experts having high quality knowledge and

technique by leaning intgreating agricutuer production,
selling, prosessing of agricultural products.

WET7TFavy
(Tokyo Antenna shop)
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Recently the computers are becoming more necessary than
luxurious in our daily life. We learn special knowledge and
techniques concerned with "collection of information’,
"arrangement of information”,and "application of information"
in this section.

I E2—42FBRE
(Computer Lesson scene)
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As food and environmental problems are given a great
deal attention in the world recently. We learn
maintenance of agricultural ground to product the food
and to keep the forest environmental preservation in
this area. Our school brings up specialists of
agricultural-civil-engineering and land-scaping.

I e
(Exercise of Measurement py the Total station)

ANGNEE 27 S (Exercise of Backhoe)
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We have large beautiful Japanese gardens inspiring
history and tradition in our school. Students learn the

knowledge and the techniques about landscaping through
the exercise in the gardens.

HZAR R EEE (Japanese style garden)
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This photo shows the exercise scene of the waterway
excavation using the backhoe.

As we seek the improvement of facility "backhoes and total
station, etc". The study effect has come to raise more than
before.
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picycie Cluo

The bicycle competitions are very popular around
these south area in Fukushima Prefecture and some
of them are best clubs in Japan. We have a wonderful
bank for bicycle competitions in Izumizaki Village. It's
a very good environment for training.

The competitors of our high school participate in The
National Bicycle Convention every year, and always
perform very well.
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Horsemansnip Cluo

Very few high schools have horse clubs all over Japan.
Our school is one of them. It is very difficult to make
horses obey and very hard to take care of them.

But they continue this work day after day without fail.
Our club won the championship in 2016 owing to
everyday efforts.
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The Baseball is very popular in Japan.

Most of all Japanese high schools have baseball clubs.
The baseball club members do their best to participate
in Koshien National Convention.

We are also looking forward to their dreams coming
true.
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Kenao CLHo

Kendo is a Japanese traditional military art.
Strength and Technique are not the only factors.
The important thing is the mind. The action is
quick and exciting. The points of the match
contest are decided very quickly. Victory or defeat
is judged in an instant.

2138 EF (Kendo Club)

REE
(Tea-Ceremony
Club)
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The brass-band club is essential to the
various kinds of ceremonies and
competitions. and it cheers the players up
in same competions.

There are many competitions in which the
brass-band participates. They are doing
gheir best to get the championship every

ay.

B G8h —

Club Activities
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The tea-ceremony has meanings in the individual
practices of "the actions’, "the manners", "the teasets"
and "the candies'".

It is said that the tea seaceremony is concentration of
traditional Japanese culture.

The students feel the Japanese mind by doing the
tea-ceremony once a week.

7 ZZIN> RE (Brass-Band Club)
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110th Anniversary

It's been 110 years since the school’s founding at the site of Komine Castle in Shirakawa. We celebrated our anniversary with many guests
and participants on October 21st this year. The celebration included a variety of memorial projects including “planting of cherry trees on
school premises,” “continues projects for international exchange,” “new simultaneous communication for students,” and “maintenance of
farming equipment.”
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School Outline from a Bird’s Eye View

When looking at our school campus from a Bird’s eye view we see entire premises of 42ha
including the playground, school farm, and class buildings. In fact,
our school is one of the biggest agricultural high schools in all of Japan!
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Utsumine Dormitory

All first year students must live communally here on our campus
in our dormitory “Utsumine-Ryou” for a week. Students are also
allowed to live in the town in case of long distance travel from
home. The dormitory helps students lean cooperation, patience,
customs and manners by way of living and working together.
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Machines for Cultivation

There are vast amounts of farmland at our school so we utilize
various kinds of machines like tractors, backhoes, trucks etc. to
maintain and cultivate the land. Staff inspect and repair these
machines to ensure things run smoothly.
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Sakuramachi means Cherry Town

In April, the beautiful cherry blossoms lining the
avenue in front of our school bloom for all to see. So our
town name was changed to ‘Sakura Town’ almost 40
years ago. But now many of trees are old and dying so
we have decided to begin a project that will plant
young cherry trees as a part of our 110th Anniversary
celebration. We hope that people will be able to enjoy
these cherry blossoms for years to come.
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Exchange Program

It has been 19 years since we started our cultural
exchange program with an Agricultural school in Holland.
During this time we have sent 96 students and 28 teachers
to Holland as a part of this mission. They all played a key
role in deepening our friendship and mutual understanding
of each country’s traditions and culture. We promote this
project to further our goal of International exchange to our
Alumni and parents-teachers associations.
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